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INTERNATIONAL EX-LIBRIS COMPETITION 2021
TRAKAI 700. IN SEARCH OF IDENTITY: TRAKAI
RESIDENT’'S DNA

Trakai will celebrate its 700th anniversary in 2021, in accordance with Motiejus
Strijkovskis’ statement in his work “Kronika Polska, Litewska, Zmddzka y wszystkiej
Rusi”. To commemorate this anniversary, the Trakai History Museum is organizing an
international ex-libris competition “Trakai 700. In Search of Identity: Trakai Resident's
DNA".

The competition aims to promote the bookplate and the city of Trakai. Its goal is
to depict the identity of Trakai through a historical prism and to search for the face
of Trakai as a multicultural city in the historical context where all ethnic groups and
communities — Jews, Karaites, Tatars, Polish and Russians — are of equal importance.
An exhibition of the winners of the competition will be organized and a catalog of the
exhibition will be published. The international ex-libris competition is being held for the
fifth time.

Alvyga Zmejevskiene, director of the Trakai History Museum, is inviting artists
and creators of small graphics from around the world to create ex-libris for the Trakai
architectural complex, personalities associated with this area, and to search for
identity - the DNA of the Trakai resident.

Originally, the name of Trakai most probably did not belong to the current city, but
Old Trakai - an area located 4 km southeast of Trakai. The most spread hypothesis
about the establishment of the Old Trakai is based on an excerpt from the Lithuanian
Chronicle. It states that Old Trakai was founded by Grand Duke Gediminas himself,
who once left Kernave to hunt on the opposite bank of the Neris river. In the woods
flve miles away, the duke has found a beautiful mountain surrounded by oak groves
and plains. He liked the place so dearly that he built a castle and founded the city of
Trakai in the surroundings of Old Trakai and moved the capital from Kernave. Motigjus
Strijkovskis, the author of Lithuanian history, stated in his work “Kronika Polska,
Litewska, Zmodzka y wszystkiej Rusi” that it happened in 1321.

As with many historical dates, this one is also not so simple. Opinions differ.
The description of the history of Trakai Old Town in the Register of Cultural Values
indicates that Old Trakai was the capital of the Lithuanian state between 1316 and
1323 (according to other sources, in 1321 and 1322).

COMPETITION REGULATIONS
The competition will take place from March 25, 2021 until July 2, 2021 (inclusive,
date of postal registration). The works submitted to the competition will be evaluated

by the Jury on July 29-30, 2021.

Ex-libris can be dedicated to a specific person or an institution. Each ex-libris must
bear the inscription “EX LIBRIS. TRAKAI 700” or “EX LIBRIS. TRAKAI 1321-2021"
and the name of the institution or the name and surname of the chosen person to
whom the bookplate is dedicated. If only initials of the person are provided, the full
name of the person must be written on the other side of the paper. Recommended
ex-libris topics are as follows:

- Trakai Basilica of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

- Treasury of Trakai Basilica of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

- Monsignor Vytautas Pranciskus Rukas, Emeritus of Trakai Parish of the Visitation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

« Trakai Orthodox Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Mother of God

+ Trakai Kenesa

« Trakai Mosque

« Trakai Jewish Synagogue

+ Trakai Island Castle

+ Trakai Peninsula Castle

« Former Dominican Monastery of Trakai (17th — 19th century)

+ Former Bernardine Monastery of Trakai

« Former Trakai Parish School (19th century)

+ Manors of Trakai region

Ex-libris not bearing the necessary inscription, the owner of the bookplate or
institution will not be accepted for the competition and exhibition. The edge of the
ex-libris imprint must not exceed 150 mm and the size of the paper sheet must not
exceed A4 format. Ex-libris can be created using traditional graphic techniques and
new technologies, computer graphics.

Ex-libris will only be accepted together with the completed participant application
form, available for download here: https://trakaimuziejus.It/en/renginiai/2021-m-
ekslibrisu-konkursas/

Two copies of the created, printed and autographed ex-libris must be
submitted for the competition. The number of works is unlimited. Author’s
surname, name, country it was sent from, year of creation of the ex-libris, graphic
technigue and dimensions must be written on the back of the bookplate.

Ex-libris must be sent by July 2, 2021 (inclusive, date of postal registration) to the
following address:

International Ex-libris Competition

Trakai History Museum

Kestucio g. 4

LT-21104 Trakai, Lithuania

EVALUATION
The works will be evaluated by the Jury formed and approved by the director of the
Trakai History Museum Alvyga Zmejevskiené.
Ex-libris that meet the regulations of the competition will be selected for the



exhibition, catalogue, and awards. Evaluation criteria:

- originality of the work;

- disclosure of the topic;

- creativity;,

+ mastery of the chosen technique;

- stained, creasy, torn or folded in half, and late submissions will not be
considered.

The works will be evaluated and awarded in two groups:

ex-libris created by traditional graphic techniques;

ex-libris created using new technologies, copyright techniques, computer
graphics.

Awards for ex-libris created by traditional graphic techniques:

* First prize €300

* Second prize €200

* Third prize €100

* 1-3rd place Diplomas

Awards for ex-libris created using new technologies, copyright techniques,
computer graphics

* 1-3rd place Diplomas

The Jury will select the 144 best works and inform their authors accordingly.
Selected works will be exhibited in the exhibition and included in the exhibition catalog.
The winners of the competition will receive a printed or digital catalog free of charge.

Authors of nominated and other artistic ex-libris may be additionally awarded
prizes, gifts and diplomas established by the organizers or sponsors upon decision
of the Jury. The specific time and venue of the awards, as well as the opening of the
winning artists’ exhibition will be announced separately.

The submitted ex-libris will remain with the organizer of the competition, i.e.
Trakai History Museum. The organizer has the right to photograph, copy and use
the submitted works for competition publicity purposes without separate consent of
the author and without paying royalties. By specifying the authorship of the works
submitted, the organizer acquires the rights for publication, use in advertising and
publishing, The works submitted are not returned to the authors. Participation in this
competition implies the author's consent to the entire procedure and conditions of the
competition.

Theresults of the competition will be published on the website of the Trakai Museum
in August 2021 https://trakaimuziejus.lt/en/renginiai/2021-m-ekslibrisu-konkursas/

COMPETITION ORGANIZER COMPETITION CURATOR

Trakai History Museum Renata Meckovskiené

Kestucio g. 4 Email. renata.meckovskiene@trakaimuziejus.It
LT-21104 Trakai, Lithuania Phone no.: +370616 55113

INTERNATIONAL EX-LIBRIS COMPETITION 2021

“TRAKAI 700. IN SEARCH OF IDENTITY: TRAKAI RESIDENT'S DNA"

PARTICIPANT APPLICATION FORM

Name

Surname

Email

Address

Name Dimensions (mm)

Technique

Please fill out the form legibly. Mark the used technique by an international code.

Short biography

The most important solo exhibitions

The most important group exhibitions

Prizes, awards




THE CODES FOR TECHNIQUES USED IN PRINTING EX LIBRIS

Relief printing X
Woodcut X1

Wood engraving X2
Linocuting X3

Plastic X6
Tipography, letterpress T
Linotype, indirect letterpress T1
Line block (cliche) P1
Half-tone (cliche) P2
Collotype P5
Photolithography P6
Offset P7

Original photograph, hologram P8
Serigraphic reproduction (photosilkscreen) P9
Computer reproduced design CRD
Computer generated design CGD

Indentation C

Steel engraving C1

Burin engraving C2

Etching C3
Drypoint C4
Aquatint C5
Soft-ground Cé6
Mezzotint Cc7
Intaglio engraving on linoleum, plastic, oth. C8
Autolithography L1
Autography (transfer lithography) L2
Stencil ,pochoir” S
Original serigraphy (screenprinting) S1
Mimeography (dye stencil) S2
Katazome (oiled-paper stencil) S3
Creator technique OWN
Frottage, collography U
Photocopy Y
Monotype /mon
Number of colours /3
Hand-coloured /col
Decoding of mixed technique MT, Mix




